Sun beds killing 43 Aussies a year 
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TANNING beds kill 43 Australians a year on average through melanoma and are responsible for a further 2600 skin cancer diagnoses, according to a new report calling for a crackdown on solariums. 
Researchers in Brisbane and Sydney have made a case for tough federal government regulations that either ban or sharply limit access to tanning solariums.

A team at the Queensland Institute of Medical Research has used a British mathematical model to estimate that sun beds are responsible for 281 cases a year of melanoma, the deadliest skin cancer. About 2500 new cases of other skin cancers could also be attributed to using solariums.

Team scientist Louisa Gordon wrote in the Medical Journal of Australia: "The annual cost to the health system - predominantly Medicare Australia - for these avoidable skin cancer cases and deaths is about $3 million."

The reviews found the number of solarium-related businesses had increased fourfold in most Australian cities and sixfold in Melbourne since 1992.

